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THE NEW ADELPHI THEATRE. 


“Wisdom and Fortune combatting together, 
If that the former dare bnt what it can, 
No chance may shake it.” 


At this present moment we find ourselves 
in a position of such infinite sincerity that we 


must beg leave to say a word or two in gra- 
tulation of the approaching nativity of the 
new Adelphi Theatre, which we trust is to 
be the scene of future theatric spirits revelling 
in all the popularity and talent for which the 
old one was so celebrated. 

We have now and then dropped upon the 
active scene which is going on in the Strand, 
and anxiously watched the movements of Mr. 
Webster’s operatives, steadily concentrating 
their labours into one grand fucus for the 
completion of the great design. We have 
minutely scanned the immense amount of 
work to be done ere another fairy house of 
the Adelphites will be raised to dramatic 
glory, thus opening another era—one of the 
most important—in the stagic history of 
England ; but we have never for one moment 
doubted but that Mr. Webster, ere old 
Christmas again sits in company with us at 
our firesides, will keep his word, and throw 
open the portals of the new Adelphi Theatre 
to the thousands of patrons that only await his 
bidding to confer their assent and applause. 

Amidst all the labours and anxieties of 
Mr. Webster, many rumours have for several 
weeks past been set afloat by the gossip- 
mongers and the quidnuncs of the theatrical 
hemisphere as to the many difficulties that 





were presenting themselves to the serious 
detriment of the onward course of construc- 
tion. Many of these idle rumours even went 
so far as to say that the new Adelphi would 
never be built in 1858; indeed, that the im- 
pediments were so great that it was not im- 
probable that the playgoing public would 
ultimately have to give up the idea of ever 
possessing a new Adelphi Theatre at all. 
But all this is but so much bombast, that 
with us has made its entrance at one ear and 
its exit at the other ; and we doubt not this 
was the reception that these common reports 
have met with by every individual who has 
the slightest knowledge of who and what 
Benjamin Webster is. We do not think 
that it is within the compass of any man to 
bring a single charge against this superiorly 
talented gentleman, that he has broken 
faith with that public who have ever 
been his staunch adherents and patrons; 
and although we are fully aware of the many 
difficulties that may possibly yet have to be 
surmounted, we fearlessly assert that at the 
latest period, the night of Dec. 27, 1858, 
we shall witness a crowded audience within 
the walls of Mr. Webster’s patriotic struc- 
ture, vociferously applauding the man who, 
for their comforts and their pleasures, has 
made an immense outlay of capital to 
give them a new theatre, designed so as to 
afford the utmost possible convenience and 
facility. 

We have not the least doubt or fear that 
the material difference betwixt the old Adel- 
phi and the new one will be the signal for a 
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common concord of approval. When it shall 
be opened to the public it will be conceded 
that Mr. Benjamin Webster has been a re- | 
former in the utmost perfection of the word. | 
We understand that the major portion of the 

theatre is to be fire-proof—that there will be 

free egress from all parts of the theatre in | 
case of any alarm, or the contingency of a 
conflagration —that there will be several | 
doors in Bull-court, affording the most ample 
means of exit from the theatre ; and that, in 
addition to these precautions, for the further 
safety of the building there will be several 
tanks over the roof of the theatre, with hose 
affixed, and that the water will be supplied 
from the identical well of Nell Gwynne, of 
which we are glad to see Mr. Webster has 
been so staunch a preserver. These precau- 
tions adopted by Mr. Webster constitute the 
best possible evidence of his desire to serve 
the public and to deserve their thanks. 

We also observe that the increased size of 
the theatre will be gained more in width than 
in length. The proscenium will consequently 
measure in width thirty-five feet, and in 
height thirty-eight feet. The stage will be 
sixty-six feet six inches wide, and the ex- 
treme length of the theatre one hundred and 
fourteen feet six inches, The pit, too, will 
measure thirty-six feet by sixty-seven. In 
fact, the new theatre will be so enlarged 
in every respect that it is computed it will 
afford ample and proper accommodation 
for no less a number than fifteen hundred 
persons. The improvements that will other- 
wise present themselves, exteriorly and in- 
teriorly, are so multifarious as to debar us 
of the least possibility of detailing them in 
these limited columns ; but one very material 
improvement we will just mention, and that is 
the very judicious intention of constructing a 
portico at the entrance to the pit and boxes, in 
front of the theatre. This will be a very 
manifest improvement. 

Mr. J. H. Wyatt, the architect of the 
theatre, demands our heartiest acknowledg- 
ments for his skill and activity during the 
entire operations. The modelling of the 
figures, we hear, has been entrusted to Mr. 
Parsons, who is a sculptor of some consider- 
able merit. Mr. Phillips and Mr. Clarkson 
Stanfield, R.A., have offered their superiorly 
artistic talents to consummate the entire suc- 
cess of the undertaking. We hear the first- 
named gentleman is engaged in painting an 
unexampled scene for presentation to Mr. 





Webster, and that the Royal Academician 


has supplied a most beautiful design for the 
act-drop. 

It is very pleasing to know that we shall 
have all the old Adelphi favourites amongst 
the company, and that Miss Woolgar (Mrs. 
Mellon) returns to give her services to Mr. 
Webster, to whose introduction we believe 


| she originally owed advancement and popu- 


larity in the profession of which she is so 
great an ornament. We must of course con- 
tent ourselves with the absence of Mr. 
Wright ; but we feel bound at the same time 
to remark that we do not think that the public 
will have the Jeast reason to regret the pre- 
sence of clever Mr. J. L. Toole, who, it 
may be said, has already, firmly engrafted 
himself into public favour. 

Mr. Benjamin Webster is certainly de- 
serving of the best thanks of the public for 
the immense labour which. he has taken on 
himself in the constant supervision of his 
work ; we say his, for we are indeed proud 
to know that not only is the theatre his own 
freehold property, but the ground also on 
which it is built. His task has been by no 
means a light one; and, when completed, we 
have only to hope that he may be spared 
many years: to come to enjoy the well-earnt 
fruits of his judicious labours, the result of 
his fine and most generous spirit. 

B. W. W. 





THE ACCIDENT AT ASTLEY’S 
AMPHITHEATRE. 


To the Editor of the TuzaTRicaL JOURNAL. 


Sir,—In the account furnished by the 
reporters of the daily papers of the very 
distressing accident which happened to my 
son, the public was led to imagine that I was 
the sufferer. I am therefore compelled to 
intrude myself with a request that you will 
put this matter in its proper light, and also 
contradict the statement that amputation has 
been performed. Fortunately only one leg is 
broken, and he is progressing as favourably 
as circumstances will allow. There is cer- 
tainly one great consolation, which is, that 
there is every hope amputation is not at all 
likely to be necessary. The alarm which such 
a painful and exaggerated statement is likely 
to occasion amongst the members of my 
family resident at a distance urges me to ask 
for an immediate contradiction, which I am 
sure you will give.—I am, &c., 

Wittiam Cooke. 

Astley’s Amphitheatre, Dec. 2, 1858. 
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Cheatres, 


HAYMARKET. 

Sir W. Don made his first appearance here 
on Monday. He possesses a fund of genuine 
humour, of a dry quiet character, which ren- 
ders him highly amusing. The character of 
John Small, in J. M. Morton’s farce of 
“‘ Whitebait at Greenwich,” in which he made 
his debut, is well calculated to display his 
comic talent in its most ludicrous develop- 
ments. The idea of a waiter at the Crown 
and Sceptre Tavern, whose prodigious stature, 
grotesque attitudes, and whimsically droll 
features are a source of merriment to the 
guests, is exceedingly ludicrous, and the act- 
ing of the gigantic baronet in it elicited roars 
of laughter from a crowded audience, by 
whom he was recalied by acclamation on the 
fall of the curtain. The comedy of “ The 
Rivals,” in which Mr. Buckstone, who had 
been starring for a fortnight in Liverpool, 
played Bob Acres with infinite humour, pre- 
ceded the farce. A little ballet divertisse- 
ment, called ‘* The Influence of Grace,” was 
produced on the same evening, with Perea 
Nena, the popular Spanish danseuse, as the 
prima ballerina. 





OLYMPIC THEATRE. 

A new drama, from the French, has been 
produced here this week, under the title of 
“The Porter’s Knot,” with Mr. Robson in 
the character of an old porter, named Sampson 
Burr. Sampson, it appears, has, by forty 
years of hard labour and rigid economy, in 
the humble occupation of a porter, amassed a 
sum of money, by which he is enabled to give 
his son Augustus (Mr. William Gordon) a 
liberal education, and bring him up to the 
medical profession. We are sorry we cannot 
find space to give the plot. But the ex- 
cellent acting in the piece was not confined to 
Mr. Robson ; we were highly pleased with 
Mrs. Leigh Murray—whose first appearance 
it was—in the character of Mrs. Burr. It 
was played with quiet truthfulness ; and Miss 
Hughes rendered the little part of Alice in a 
very interesting manner. We confess to being 
surprised by the really artistic manner in 
which Mr. H. Wigan played the smooth- 
tongued money-lender. The character of 
the fast young medical student, who reforms 
in the second act, and becomes a railway 
policeman, was excellently sustained by Mr. 
George Vinings Mr. Walter Gordon played 


| Augustus Burr with gentlemanly ease and 
| propriety, and Mr. G. Cooke’s hearty manner 

especially qualified him for the character of 
| Oakham, the sea captain. The applause on 
the fall of the curtain was genuine and en- 
thusiastic, and the announcement that Mr. 
John Oxenford was the author of the drama 
was received with unequivocal demonstrations 
of satisfaction. 





WINCHESTER HALL, MARYLEBONE. 

The members of the Polyhymnian Society 
entertained a full and fashionable audience 
here on Friday last. The entertainments 
commenced with a new play, written by Mr. 
Hector Courcelle, entitled “ A Wife’s Atone- 
ment.” It might as well have been called 
“ Still Waters Run Deep,” as it is a second 
edition of that drama, the plot being so 
similar, and the two characters, those of 
Vivian Harley and Alfred Aylmer, to Captain 
Hawksley and Mildmay; as well as the 
female characters in both pieces, they bearing 
the same tendency. It is very well written, 
and the sentimental portions are perfectly of a 
moral character, the language frequently being 
above mediocrity, ‘The part of Harley was 
sustained by Mr. Siddons with great earnest- 
ness and judgment ; and had he been better 
acquainted with the text of the author, he 
would have made a decided hit. The author, 
Mr. Courcelle, as the injured husband, 
Aylmer, was too pining and sedate. He did 
not exactly meet our views of the very ex- 
cellent part he has written. The best portion 
was where he declares his innocence as to the 
stolen property. ‘The characters (by Messrs. 
Miller, Perrey, Ormond, Willingham, Soundy, 
and Edwards,) were efficiently acted. Miss 
S. Mordecai appears to be well acquainted 
with the stage, and acted frequently with 
force and vigour ; but there is a monotony 
in her delivery, and no variation whatever in 
her features, whether she is repeating sen- 
tences that are comic or of a pathetic turn. 
She repeats the words distinctly, but without 
that emotion which is necessary to give strong 
effect ; but we do not expect perfection in 
amateurs. Her sister sung two pretty ditties, 
which met with an encore, although out of place 
in the comedy. Miss St. Clare should speak 
louder. We could scarcely hear her at the part 
of the hall where we sat. As a whole, the 
play was acted creditably. We were sorry the 
play did not commence till nine o’clock ; it 
prevented our seeing the afterpiece of “ The 
| Cricket on the Hearth.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





W. J. RicuMonp —-When you have a performance let 
us know, and we will attend. 

A New Susscriser.—The present volume will be 
completed at the end of this month. Price 4s 6d. 
H. Winpypank.— We have read the farce, and think 

it would amuse an audience if acted at the Olympic. 

W. Macrarvanr.—We shall feel a pleasure in giving 
you any little advice which we think will serve you. 

S. Mason.—It cannot be expected we should go a dis- 
tance of four miles to witness a performance of a 
club who neither patronizes our work, or seems satis= 
fied with our remarks ; however, the latter is imma- 
terial to us, 

J. TuRNER.— We have had a number of letters signed 
by gentlemen calling themselves members of the 
Printer’s Dramatic Society. Now, the only club 
we can recognize as the Printer’s Dramatic Society 
is that which is held at the Masonic Hall. Fetter- 
lane This society is patronized by H.R.H. Prince 
Albert, who contributed £10 on their last perform- 
ance at Drury Lane for a charitable purpose. We 
cannot enter into the squabbles of other clubs who 
lay pretensions to the same name. 
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THE FRENCH DRAMA. 


Very recently we took occasion in these 
columns to denounce the glaring errors of the 
French Drama, which had intruded itself 
into the theatric circle of the distant colony 
of Australia, and where, moreover, it had 
met with much ill-judged countenance in the 
successful drama of “ Camille.” We now 
learn, from advices from Madrid, that a 
French ‘play has been produced within the 
Spanish dominions, entitled the ‘ Lionnes 
Pauvres,” which is of the same noxious 
stamp and texture as the above-mentioned 
play; in fact, a second “ Lady of the Came- 
Jias.” We are, however, glad to find that 
there is a vast shade of difference betwixt a 
Spanish grandee anda French gallant. The 
Spanish Government have prohibited the 
performance of the play, although it was the 


pet piece of the Vaudeville Theatre at Paris 
for a considerable number of nights, It was 


| the foot of Despotism under Napoleon Trois. 
Parisian theatres are under the protection and 
direction of the government, and if the thea- 
trical critic was to dare to say anything in 
opposition he might make himself .a martyr 
to the cause even as the eminent and injured 
Count de Montalembert has done, now suffer- 
ing under the weight of the French autocracy, 
because he did not fear to show himself an 
honest man.* Seeing that the theatre in 
Paris is under the control of the Minister of 
State, if the sensible and intellectual men of 
France—for there are such men there—were 
to question the morality of a drama under his 
own immediate protection, it would be made 
out an offence to the Empire and its despotic 
government. 

We are sorry to notice that the new farce 
lately produced at the Princess’s, entitled 
“Thirty-three next Birthday,” smacks very 
strongly of the Parisian ingredients—is, in 
fact, a mere adaptation from the French. 
The plot of the farce is simply absurd, for 
we must say it is beyond the comprehension 
of an Englishman that a woman should wina 
husband by the very peculiar process of re- 
presenting herself as a wife already. Accord- 
ing to our idea of hymeneal predelictions, 
such a condition of affairs would offer the 
most substantial barrier to the attainment of 
such an end. It is not so, however, with 
French dramatists. We heartily detest such 
inuendos, and are sorry to see a farce of such 
intrinsically weak pretensions, and with such 
questionable social morals, upon the stage of 
the Princess’s Theatre. It is unworthy the 
occupation of such important ground; indeed, 
it would not be too much to say that it is un- 
worthy of the prolific genius of Mr. J. Mad- 
dison Morton, its author. 

* Since writing this we have learnt, in common 


with the whole civilized world, that M. de Montalem- 
bert is pardoned. 








ARGYLE TAVERN, LIVERPOOL STREET, 
KING’S CROSS. 

At this tavern is held a society called the 
Philanthropic. It consists of a number of 
_ gentlemen subscribers in the neighbourhood, 
| who very generously distribute at Christmas 
| bread, coals, meat, grocery, &c., to the poor ; 
and in furtherance of this object, one of the 





a bold proceeding, and one that will have its | subscribers, Mr. Concaneon, a member of the 


salutary effects. 


| committee, offered his valuable services by 


Jt can hardly be expected, however, that | giving some Shakespearian readings, which 
the Parisian Drama will soon wear healthier | took place on Wednesday last to a full and 
habiliments whilst the press lies shackled at respectable company, the first of which was 
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the trial scene from ‘“*The Merchant of | 
Venice.” The reader has a fine, powerful, | 
and pleasing voice, his articulation clear and 

distinct, and his elocution superior to mest who 

attempt these things. His alteration of voice 

and manner from one character to another 

was extremely well managed, and showed a 

versatile talent that few readers can ac- 

complish. This was observed particularly in 

his reading a portion of the trial scene from 

Jerrold’s “Black-eyed Susan,” where the 

sailor, William, is condemned to death. The 

portrayal of the blunt, honest sailor was ad- 

mirably depicted ; but the grand climax was 

the reading of a portion of Talfourd’s play of 
“Ton.” This was a masterpiece indeed, 

and made a powerful impression upon the 

company, who testified their approbation by 

loud and continued applause. A member 

of the name of Williams sung a song of his 

own composition, which was very appropriate 

for the occasion. We think the ladies might 

have been included amongst the company, 

who would have been much gratified, and in 

all probability would have given their mite 

to so laudable an undertaking. 





W. H. PAYNE. 


The hero of every pantomime produced on 
the boards of old Covent Garden under the 
reign of the great Farley returns once more 
to delight his London admirers, in the first 
pantomime to be produced upon the new 
boards, after an absence of ten years—the 
year 1848, so perilous to crowned heads. 
The King of Pantomime (like other and 
greater monarchs) lost his throne, and abdi- 
cated to Manchester ; and under the fostering 
care of that prince of managers, John 
Knowles, he gained a home, ard raised a 
fame that established his triumphant sway 
for eight years. The first pantomime he ap- 
peared in, in the cotton city, was ‘ Sinbad 
the Sailor,” which ran twenty-four nights ; 
but, as a proof of his popularity, they have 
gone on increasing their length from year to 
year, until the last three, two of which— 





“Whittington and his Cat,” and “ Red 
Riding Hood”—ran seventy nights; and 
“ Robinson Crusoe,” the pantomime of last 
year reached the enormous total of one 
hundred performances. The regret he must 
feel on parting with his old and dear friends 
in Manchester can only be banished by his 
anxiety to introduce his talented son, Harry 
Payne, to a London audience, for the first 





| 
| 





time, as the hero of patches and spangles, 
who made so favourable an impression as 
the Idle Apprentice in the pantomime of 
“ Hogarth,” at Drury Lane, in 1852. May 
success attend his wishes! Mr. Payne, asa 
pantomimist, differs materially from most 
artists in this profession, inasmuch that 
everything he does has a meaning, and he 
carries out the story of which the pantomime 
is taken from with a truthfulness that the 
audience never fails to understand and appre- 
ciate. His grotesque dress is always a 
novelty, and we know of no artist in his line 
that creates so much fun and drollery in the 
opening of a pantomime as the talented W. 
H. Payne. 


Provincial Cheatricals, 


Dustin.—TueatrE Royat.—On Monday Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Mathews made their appearance 
in “London Assurance.” The house was crammed. 
The piece was excellently played. The part of 
Dazzle, though not much, was made effective by 
the capital acting of Mr. C. Mathews. Sir Har- 
court Courtley, Max Harkaway, Charles Courtley, 
Mr. Spanker, Mark Meddle, and the valet Cool, 
were well represented by Messrs. Rogerson, 
Granby, Blake, Calhaeni, Brinsley, and Price. 
Mrs. Mathews played Lady Gay Spanker with 
much spirit; Miss Booth, as Grace Harkaway, 
added to her reputation as a comedy actress ; and 
Mrs. Berkinshaw made the most of Pert. Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Mathews were honoured by a 
call. The performances concluded with Mr. C. 
Mathews’s farce, “He would be an Actor,” in 
which he played Motley, and displayed extraordi- 
nary versatility. He was encored in the songs of 
“Jenny Jones” and a French version of “ Auld 
langsyne.” Mrs. and Mrs. Mathews have played 
in several other pieces during the week with in- 
creased success. The pantomime this year is to 
be “The Sleeping Beauty in the Wood.” 

BIRMINGHAM.—THEATRE Royat.—The enter- 
tainments during the week have been varied and 
attractive; several popular dramas and farces 
have been well played by the stock company ; 
amongst others, “The Wreck Ashore” and 
“Victorine.” The attendance has been moderate. 
Mr. Elliot Galer, Miss Fanny Reeves, and their 
English opera company are engaged, and will 
make their first appearance here next Monday. 

LiverPoot.—THEATRE Royat.—Tom Taylor’s 
comedy of “ An Unequal Match” has been played 
here, with Miss Amy Sedgwick in her original 
character, to moderate houses. Mr. David Fisher 
is also performing here in the comedy and in one 
of his own farces nightly. 

NotrinGHAM.—THEATRE Royat.—Johnstone’s 
new drama, “ Never too Late to Mend,” has been 
the feature of the past week here. ‘‘ Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin” and “ Jack Sheppard” were announced 
for Monday, the 6th. “The Babes in the Wood,’’ 
we hear, will be the title given to the Christmas 
pantomime. 
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Theatrical Gossip, | 


Mr. Cuarves Ditton has appeared at the Prin- 
cess’s Theatre, Leeds, 

MapaMeE VIARDOT commences a tour next month 
in this country, 

Sicnor GINGLINI, who for some time has been 
singing at Turin, is now on his way to Madrid. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cnartes Matuews. — The 
Dublin press is enthusiastic in its praise of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Mathews’s acting in the comedy 
of ‘London Assurance.” 

A TRANSLATION of Moliere’s “ Tartuffe,” by Don 
Gayetano Rosell, is about to be produced at the 
National Theatre at Madrid, the Spanish Govern- 
ment having been prevailed upon to sanction a 
translation of that comedy. 


Miss Louisa Pyne was suffering so severely 
from cold on Thursday evening that she was un- 
able tosing. The opera of “ The Bohemian Girl” 
had, in consequence, to be substituted for “The 
Crown Diamonds.” 

Mr. Fatcongr’s comedy of ‘“ Extremes” has 
been performed at the Amphitheatre, Liverpool, 
with very indifferent success; the taste for the 
drama appears to have fled from Liverpool. Even 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Wigan, a few days since, 
played to empty benches. 

Mr. W. Cooke, Jun.—Her Majesty and the 
Prince Consort, in the kindest and most gracious 
manner, sent a special messenger from Windsor 
on Friday, to inquire after the health of Mr. Wil- 
liam Cooke, jun., of the Royal Amphitheatre. 

Mrs. Brovenam has accepted a short engage- 
ment at the St. James’s Theatre, commencing on 
Monday, with Mr. Townsend, M.P., when she 
will perform Volante in “‘ The Honeymoon.” That 
theatre was the scene of Mrs. Brougham’s early 
triumphs, when she and Mrs. Honey were the 
bright stars of the brilliant company assembled 
under Mr. Braham’s management. 

Ir will be seen by our advertizing columns, that 
Mr. W. Donaldson has written a book, which he 
entitles “ Fifty Years of an Actor’s Life.” Itisa 
most valuable document, and is dated from the 
time of Garrick. The anecdotes of the notorious 
Roscius, to which is added the Kembles, Sid- 
dons, Elliston, and a host of other well-known 
actors and actresses, form a very pleasing and 
entertaining volume. 

Mapame Tussaup’s.—Very numerous and very 
judicious alterations, and very considerable im- 
provements in the arrangements of the contents of 
this well-known gallery, have been in progress for 
some weeks, in comtemplation of the influx of 
visitors, by which it is always attended during the 
week of the cattle-show, and are now complete. 

The apartments in which the groups and single 


| Tue new opera of “ Satanella,” by Mr. Balfe, will 


be produced upon the opening of the English 
Opera Company at Covent Garden. 

Nationa AssEMBLY Rooms (formeriy Casino 
de Venise, High Holborn).—A grand bal masque 
is announced at this magnificent establishment 
on Thursday next, the 9th inst., which, it is anti- 
cipated, will surpass all entertainments of the kind 
hitherto witnessed. These elegant rooms are 
more favourably adapted for the purpose than any 
other in the metropolis, being commodious, bril- 
liant, beautifully decorated, and having all the ad- 
vantages that experience, liberality, and attention 
on the part of the proprietor can bestow. The 
orchestra is renowned for the individual artistic 
merit of its members, and their combined skill 
and ability, under the baton of their deservedly- 
popular leader, Mr. W. M. Packer ; and as the re- 
spectable and crowded assembly which nightly 
attends there testifies to the perfection of the 
general management, it is no wonder that much 
anxiety is evinced to be present on the evening 
referred to. 





ECLECTIC HALL, SOHO. 


The performance, at this school for amateur 
performances on Friday last, is deserving of our 
unqualified praise, considering the means they 
possess, the stage being small yet very com- 
plete ; and the arrangements made by Mr. 
Flexman, the proprietor, certainly do him 
much credit. The drama “ Time Tries All” 
was the first piece, in which Mr. J. T. Howe 
essayed as Matthew Bates, who went through 
the part with credit to himself and entire 
satisfaction to the audience. Mr. Reeves 
made the part of Tom Tact very amusing, 
and continued laughter followed whenever he 
was on the stage. A Miss Harrison. as- 
sumed the character of Laura Leeson. This 
is the second time we have seen this young 
aspirant play, and we are pleased to say she 
has very much advanced in our opinion as to 
her abilities. All she requires is study and 
practice. We thought her best in the senti- 
mental scenes. She received well merited 
applause throughout her performance. Miss 
Russell, as Fanny Fact, was very amusing. 
The rest of the characters were ably filled 
by Messrs. Harrison, Proctor, Dean, and 
George. We observed Mr. Falconer, the 
lessee of the Lyceum, present, who, we under- 
stand, has offered Miss Harrison an en- 





figures are placed have undergone a general reno- 
vation, and their appearance, in their present 
state, leaves little to be wished for. The figure of 
Roberts, President of Liberia, is amongst the latest 
additions, and is one of great interest. The relics 
of empires and the minor memorials of great men 
are not amongst the least interesting things to be 
seen here; and the Chamber of Horrors, as now 
filled, is well worthy of its ominous appellation. 


gagement. The burlesque of “ Bombastes 
| Furioso” followed ; and the whole of the cha- 
_racters were capitally acted. Mr. Snelling 
_danced the Highland Fling in good style. 
The whole concluded with the farce of the 
_ Rendezvous.” The little theatre was very 
'respectably attended. 
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Tue New Ape.put THeatre, STraAND.— The 


workmen are engaged preparing the interior for 


the opening of the establishment at Christmas. | 
Relays of workmen are employed day and night, | 





| THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
whole of the external structure of the new theatre | 


having been completed, an immense number of 


218, High Holborn 
(Formerly the Casino de Venise), 
HIS Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 


for the originality, combined with the elegance 
and beauty of its decorations and the perfection of 


and it is confidently anticipated that this popular | its management, is now open for the season. Selec- 
place of public amusement will yet be opened at | tions from “Les Huguenots,” “Lucia di Lammer- 


the appointed time. 





Ladies’ Theatrical Wardrobe. 

J es begs most respectfully to inform Pro- 
Oe fessional Ladies, Amateurs, and others that 
they may replenish their Wardrobes with every re- 

uisite, by purchase or hire, at a much less outlay 
than is usual, by going or sending to Scott’s Ladies’ 
Theatrical Costume and Masquerade Warehouse, 13, 
Broad-court, Bow-street, W.C., where may be seen a 
new and useful Stock of Plain and Character Dresses, 
Fancy Costumes, Feathers, Lace, Opera Cloaks, &c., 
&c., which, for quality, make, style, and low price, is 


unequalled. 
Wardrobes Purchased. 
by SCOTT, 13, Broad-court, Bow-street. 
To Theatrical Amateurs. 
HE FINSBURY KEMBLE DRAMATIC 
SOCIETY, held at the City of Chester Tavern, 
Bunhill-row, St. Luke’s. 

Wanted a few Gentlemen to complete the number 
of Members of the above Society. Application to be 
made every Thursday evening, from 9 till 11, at the 
above address. 

The Society’s next Entertainment will take place 
on Wednesday, December 8th, at the Hall of Science, 
City-road. Tickets 6d. each. 

FRIENDLY DAAMATIC SOCIETY, 
Clown Tavern, 
St. John Street Road, Clerkenwell. 
Wraae a few Members to complete the above- 
named Club; also some parts to dispose of in 
the plays of “ Othello” and the “ Honeymoon.” 

Applications to be made at the Clown Tavern, be- 
tween the hours of seven and nine o’clock, any Sunday 
evening previous to the nights of performance. 

F. GOODIN, Hon. Secretary. _ 


To Theatrical Amateurs and Members of 
Blocution Classes. 

A FEW GENTLEMEN are desirous of forming 

an Amateur Theatrical Society, to meet in the 

vicinity of Pentonville. Any gentlemen wishing to 

enrol themselves as Members are requested to write 

to Mr. W. J. St. Clair, Crosby Hall Coffeeh ‘ 














moor,” “Il Trovatore,” &c., are performed nightly 
by the celebrated Orchestra under the direction of 
Mr. W. M. Packer. The new quadrille from Flotow’s 
opera of “ Martha” is introduced every evening, as 
also are some of the following novelties :—Quadrilles 
and Valses from Verdi’s Opera of “ Luisa Miller,” 
the Royal Lancers, Keenig’s last Valse, the First 
Kiss Polka, the Paulina Schottishe, Regal Caledo- 
nians, the Antelope Galop, &c. Doors open at half- 
past 8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission Is. 

N.B.—A Grand Bal Masque, upon the most superb 
scale, will take place at the above Establishment on 
Thursday, December 9th. Gentlemen’s Tickets, 5s. ; 
— ditto, 3s. To commence at 10 o’clock punc- 
tually. 





Plays for the People. 


HE PICTORIAL PENNY PLAYS. Each 
Play complete for One Penny, with casts of cha- 
racters, &c. 


1 Jack Sheppard 13 The Maid and the 

2 Oliver Twist agpie 

3 Turpin’s Ride to|14 The Red Rover 
York 15 Black-eyed Susan 

4 Dombey and Son 16 The Corsican Brothers 

5 Don Cesar de Bazan|17 Minnigrey 

6 Mazeppa; or, the Wild | 18 The Forty Thieves 
Horse of Tartary 19 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

7 The Blvood-red Knight | 20 Aziel the Prodigal 

8 The Dumb Man of| 21 The Will andthe Way 
Manchester 22 Susan Hopley 

9 The Miller and his} 23 Ada the Betrayed 
Men 24 Blue Beard 

10 The Vicar of Wake-|25 The Bottle 
field 26 Dred 

11 Obi; or, Three-fin-|27 Belphegor 
gered Jack 28 Little Dorrit 

12 Black Beard the Pirate | 29 Herne the Hunter 


Each Play complete for One Penny, or by post 
Twopence, and illustrated with a coloured scene, 
taken during a representation. 

All the above being stereotyped, are never out of 

rint. 
. London: George Purkess, Compton-street, Soho ; 
and may be had at 16, St. Alban’s-place, Edgeware- 
road, and all Booksellers. 








Bishopsgate-street, E.C., when, if a sufficiency of 
— be forthcoming, a preliminary meeting will be 
called. 





To Theatrical Amateurs. 
HE Second Eclectic Dramatic Club is now 
open to receive a few Ladies and Gentlemen as 
Members. An Extra Night on Thursday, January 
4th, 1859. A few characters wanted for the “ Lady 
of Lyons” and “ Robert Macaire.” Casts to be seen 
at the Hall, 18, Denmark-street, Crown-street, Soho. 
The First Club will give their next Entertainment on 
Friday, January 5th. Pieces to be played: “ Still 
oun run Deep,” “John Dobbs,” and “ Dream at 
ea.’”” 
Manager and"Scenic Artist, Mr. R. Snelling; Pro- 
prietor, James’ Flexman; Costumier, Mr. Harrison, 
31, Bow-street.! 





Just Published, 
“‘ Pifty, Years of an Actor’s Life.” 


Y W. DONALDSON. To be had of T. H. 
Lacy, Theatrical Bookseller, Strand. Price, 2s. 











Lady Amateurs. 
\ eter for Wednesday, December 8th, Two 
Amateur Ladies to fill the parts of Lucretia 
and Sophia in “The Rendezvous,” at an Amateur 
Entertainment in the City. Address E. Pilliner, 17, 
Catherine-street, Strand, W.C. 





Holloway’s Ointment and Pills 


RE extraordinary remedies for Quinsey. Mr. 
Kuole of Allogate, Durham, had a severe attack 
of. Quinsey, and was unable to swallow any other food 
than sago for several weeks. Many attempts were 
made to alleviate his sufferings without success, until 
he tried Holloway’s Ointment and Pills, which 
effected a perfect cure, and he has never since had 
any return of thecomplaint. This was communicated 
by Mr. Morton, Chemist, Durham, who states also 
that a friend of his was afflicted with bad legs for a 
number of years, and was cured by these invaluable 
medicines. Rub the Ointment twice a day on the 
part affected. Take the Pills according to the direc- 
tions. , 
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MADAME TUSSAUD'’S EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street. 
EW ADDITION.—The Grand Duke Constan- 
tine, High Admiral of Russia; being a continua- 
tion of celebrated characters that have raised this 
exhibition to the honour of being visited by strangers 
from all parts of the world. Admittance, ls ; second 
room, 6d. Open from eleven to five, and from seven 
till ten. 

The Times, of April 14th, states:—“In no other 
place in Europe are so many touching and important 
memorials of the great Emperor to be found; even 
for a national collection, our gallant allies might be 

roud to possess the relics which are here preserved. 

adame Tussaud’s exhibition is without a rival, 
either here or on the Continent. All who have 
attempted competition have proved but so many 
foils to set up the superior attractions of her admir- 
able collection of les hommes celebres.” 


CALEDONIAN HALL, 
Prince of Wales’ Tavern, Caledonian-road, 
Islington. 

Proprietors—A. PRICE & SONS. 


A GRAND CONCERT takes place in the above 
Hall is every Monday and Saturday Evenings, 
supported by first-rate vocalists. 
he Members of the Caledonian Dramatic Club 
meet at the above house every Friday Evening. 


Highbury Barn. 
ARDIN D’HIVER.—Openevery day. Dancing 
commences every evening at eight o’clock. A 
Band of Thirty Performers. Musical Director, Mr. 
Gay Principal Cornet-a-Pistons, Messrs. Spencer 
and Sharpe. 
Admission, 1s.; to the Gardens, before eight 
away at aod on Sundays, by refreshment 
ticket, 6d. 


To the Dramatic Profession. 

C W OOMBES, 38, Bow-street, Covent- 

. . garden, Costumier to the Royal 
Italian Opera, begs to inform Gentlemen in the Pro- 
fession that he can upon the shortest notice supply 
them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials and workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible. Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. 


To Theatrical Amateurs. 

CENERY, Costumes, and every Requisite can be 
obtained at Harrison’s Theatrical Warehouse, 
31, Bow-street, W.C., opposite the Royal Italian 
Opera, Covent-garden. The Drawing-room Theatres, 
that can be fitted up in any sized room, without in- 
jury to the apartment, with Gas-fittings, Scenery, 

Costumes, &c., Let on reasonable terms. 
Copy the Address—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. _ 


OLD DR. JACOB TOWNSEND’S 
Original American Sarsaparilla, 
: noblest preparation of this invaluable root 
ever discovered. It was introduced into Eng- 
land in 1851, and proved by experience to be the 
great purifier of the blood—unparalleled in efficacy 
to invigorate the constitution by eradicating all im- 
ya from the system. It affords the greatest re- 
ief in all cases arising from irregular or obstructed 
perspiration, colds, &c., and all cutaneous disorders, 
grits aclear and healthy appearance to the skin. 
ts unique character and agreeable flavour render it 
a ne plus ultra in medicine, or nature’s true remedy. 
Warehouse, 248, Strand; and the original retail 
depot, 373, Strand, London. Every bottle bears the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., sole proprietors 
of the genuine medicines. Beware of spurious 
imitation, 























| HARRISON’S Ladies’ Theatrical Costume 


Warehouse, 
31, BOW-STREET, COVENT GARDEN, W.C. 
EsTABLISHED 1840. 


Gary. Silk, and Velvet Trains, Ball, Fancy, and 
Private Dresses, Mantles, &c., New and Second- 
hand, for Sale or Hire, can always be obtained of 
MRS. HARRISON, TueatricaL DRESsMAKER 
To the principal Ladies in the profession.— Ladies 
fevouring Mrs. Harrison with an order, may depend 
on correctness of costume, good fitting, and punc- 
tuality. 
Ladies’ own Materials made up. 
Velvet, Satin, and Silk Dress Pieces, Satin Boots. 
Silk Stockings, Lace, Feathers, Ornaments, &c., of 
the best quality at the lowest price. 


Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment of every necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit; 
costuine, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 


Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 








A Secret worth Knowing. 
) R. G. PORTER, Photographic Artist, of 222, 
Pentonville-road, is now taking splendid Like- 
nesses in a Brooch, complete for 5s.; or in a shut-up 
case for 1s.6d. Established 10 years. No connexion 
with any other establishment. Be sure and ask for 
Porter’s ; and don’t be led away by any one telling 
you “this is the same concern,” and such like; for 
our address is only at 222, Pentonville-road. Hours 
of attendance from 9 till dusk. 
Important Notice to the Profession. 
Buy of the Maker. 
R OPEWELL, Theatrical Hosier, 28, Bryd- 
e ges-street, Covent-garden, begs to inform 
Ladies and Gentlemen that they can be accommo- 
dated with every article in the above line at the 
shortest notice, and at moderate prices. Having pur- 
chased the whole of the machinery of the late Mr. 
Haigh. A perfect fit guaranteed. The only maker 
of the Imperceptible Shape for improving the human 
figure, and the only practical workman in London in 
all its branches. 


IMPORTANT TO ADVERTISERS. 


HE CLERKENWELL NEWS, price One 
Halfpenny, the largest page paper in London. 
Circulation, 17,000 weekly. 

Can be forwarded for twelve weeks to any part of 
the suburbs or the country on receipt of eighteen 
postage-stamps, directed to the Publisher. 

ADVERTISEMENT Scau®-—A heading and sixteen 
words, 6d.; every additional eight words, 2d. Two 
papers sent free by post for two stamps. 

flice, 35, Rosoman-street, Clerkenwell. 














Printed by J. T. Picksuan, 35, Lower Rosoman-street, 
Clerkenwell. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon, at Two o'clock, by 
Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, and W. J. Kelly, 
Gray’s Inn Gateway, Holborn, for the Proprietor, 
Mr. W. Bestrow, 103, Queen’s-row, Pentonville-road, 
Clerkenwell, where all communications are to be sent = 
and Sold by J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Black- 
friars-road; Gilbert, Paternoster-row; Shaw & Nelson, 
7, Bridges-street, Covent-garden; Purkess, 60, Compton- 
street, Soho; Lacy, Bookseller, Strand; and all Book- 
sellers and Newavendors.—To be had, by order, in any 
of the Provincial Towns, 
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